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Background 

• Population: 190,790 in 2012 
• 14 incorporated municipalities 
• Majority of population resides in 

unincorporated, rural areas 
• Main industry: Tourism 
• Average temperature: 67° F 

Image source: http://www.baldwincountyal.gov/PageView.asp?edit_id=481 



Government 

• Congressional Representative 

– White, male, & Republican 

– Supports Veterans, pro-life 

• County Commissioners 

– White, male, & Republican 

 

 



Social Activities 

• Celebrations 
– Mardi Gras 
– Jubilee – Daphne 
– Strawberry Festival 

• Religion 
– Evangelical Protestants - 57,986 

people 
– Black Protestants - 3,130 people 
– Mainline Protestants - 20,075 

people  
– Catholics - 14,009 people 
– 1,528 people identified with 

other religions  
 

 

Baldwin County Strawberry Festival 
Image source: http://photos.al.com/mobile-press-

register/2012/04/baldwin_county_strawberry_fest_9.html 



Population Growth & Immigration 

• Population Growth 
– 2000 - 140,415 

– 2010 - 183,275 

– 2011 - 186,830 

– 2012 - 190,790 

• 2000 - 1.8% of the population, or 2,466 people, 
was Hispanic 

• 2010 - 4.4% of the population, or 7,992 people, 
was Hispanic 

 



Education 

• Funding issues due to population 
growth 

• Ranked 2nd to last in spending per 
student 

• If educational quality decreases, 
children are not going to be 
prepared for the next grade level 

• More importantly, they will not be 
prepared for the future 

• Need new buildings, expansions 
• Slow progress in special education 

programs 

Image source: http://fox10tv.com/2014/04/29/15304/ 



Medical Services 

• Thomas Hospital 

• Health professional shortage   

– Primary medical care  

– Dental care 

– Mental health care 

– Need for medical care providers for low-income 
population   

– Lack of suicide prevention programs  



Economy 

• Jobs 

– Government positions, school board 

– Tourism  

• Economic growth in Mobile, the closest major 
city  

• Baldwin County Economic Development 
Alliance (BCEDA) 

• Effects of BP Oil Spill 

 





Environmental Issues 

• Hurricanes/Tropical Storms 

• BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill 

• Contaminates in water supply due to meth 
waste 

• Farmers selling land to developers 

• Erosion, sedimentation due to construction  



Source: http://www.gulf-shores-alabama.net/hurricane-ivan-before-after-photos.html 



Gulf Shores Beach Clean Up After BP Oil Spill 
Source: http://www.offshoreenergytoday.com/hurricane-isaac-uncovers-macondo-oil/  



Crime 

• 90% of crimes believed to drug related 

• Increase in crime rates in Baldwin County 
following the BP oil spill  

– Economic desperation 

• Number of burglaries increased in 2011, 
following the return of the tourism industry 
along the Gulf Coast 



Housing 

• 2010 

– 105,267 housing units  

– 11,742 mobile homes  

– 220 boats, RV, vans, or other vehicles recognized 
as living structures 

– 449 lacked complete plumbing facilities 

– 905 lacked complete kitchen facilities 

– 2,302 households without telephone service 



Racial Tensions 

Image source: http://www-tc.pbs.org/thewar/images/inline_pics/at-home-cr-min_22.jpg 

Separate housing for blacks in Mobile, 
AL during segregation. 

• Culture & social hierarchy 
• Poverty disproportionately 

affects minorities in Baldwin 
County 

• Unemployment 
• 7.7% of white population 
• 12.0% of black population 
• 13.3% of Hispanic 

population 
 
 

 



Poverty 

• 2000 
– Population: 140,415   
– Individual poverty rate: 10.1%  
– Family poverty rate: 7.6% 

•  2010 
– Population: 182,265  
– Individual poverty rate: 13.1% 
– Family poverty rate: 9.5% 

• Causes 
– Increase in minority population, specifically Hispanics 
– Economy 
– Types of jobs 

 





Summary of Issues 

• Extreme population growth 

• Education funding 

• Bad jobs 

• Environmental issues 

• Lack of diversity representing county 

• Racial tensions heightened by immigration 

• Drug problems 

• Tourists take precedence over locals 



Future Implications 

• Economic development is not the same as poverty policy and 
programming 

• Need more employment positions that offer benefits, living 
wages, and training 

• Education funding 

• Must prevent further environmental harm through zoning 

• Baldwin County needs to realize the importance of investing in 
its citizens, which will hopefully be emphasized through further 
action and discussion within the BCEDA 
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