
THEO 33936 – CONFRONTING SOCIAL ISSUES 

SYLLABUS 2007 

 

Course Objective:  To integrate community-based learning with readings which address 

theological reflection and social analysis. 

 

BEFORE THE SSLP: 

 Readings:  Read the packet of articles in your folder about the population with whom 

you will work this summer. 

Writing: Write 1-2 pages about your goals and hopes for the summer. 

              

WEEK 1: Theological Reflection  

  Readings:   
Ronald Rolheiser, “Faith Today: The Struggle, the Invitation,” CHURCH, Fall 2002. 

Course packet pp. 15-18.      
 

Clemens Sedmak, Introduction, “Waking Up” in Doing Local Theology. Maryknoll, NY: 

Orbis Books, 2002.   Course packet pp. 19-21. 

 

Patricia O’Connell Killen and John De Beer ”Searching for a Way to be Faithful,” in The 

Art of Theological Reflection. New York: Crossroads, 1995. Course packet pp. 22-31. 

 

Herbert Anderson, “Seeing the Other Whole: A Habitus for Globalisation” in Ballard and 

Couture, Globalisation and Difference: Practical Theology in a World Context. Fairwater, 

Cardiff: Cardiff Academic Press, 1999.  Course packet pp. 32-39. 

 

Writing Assignments: Twice this week, using the method of reflection outlined on page 

10 of the course packet, describe and analyze events from your experience. Make direct 

connections to the readings, noting page numbers.  In particular this week, in what ways 

are you challenged to be open to the standpoint of exploration as described by Killen 

and De Beer?  What are the challenges and gifts of entering a cross-cultural 

environment? 
 

WEEK 2: The Impact of Images of God on Experience 

Readings:   
McNeill, Morrison and Nouwen, Introduction and Chapters 1,2,3  in Compassion: A 

Reflection on the Christian Life.  New York: Doubleday, 1983. Book 

 

Michael Himes, et. al., Chapter 1 “Exploring the Mystery of God in Relationships” in 

Doing the Truth in Love. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1995. Book 

 

Elizabeth Johnson, “Introduction: To Speak Rightly About God,” in She Who Is.  New 

York: Crossroads, 1998.  Course packet pp. 40-47. 

         

Writing Assignments: Twice this week, using the method of reflection outlined on  

page 10 of the course packet, describe and analyze events from your experience. Make 

direct connections to the readings, noting page numbers.  In particular this week, in 



what ways does your idea of God relate to your desire to serve?  In what ways do the 

authorsô ideas of God resonate with or challenge your image of God? 
 

WEEK 3: The Call to Service and Justice 

Readings:   
Dan Buchanan and Amy Carr, “Called to the Everyday.” Sojourners 28, 1999. Course 

packet pp. 48-50.  
 

Clemens Sedmak, Chapter 1 “Walking, Talking, Doing Theology” in Doing Local 

Theology. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2002.  Course packet pp. 51-58. 

 

McNeill, Morrison and Nouwen, Chapter 5 “Displacement” and Chapter 9 “Action” in 

Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life.  New York: Doubleday, 1983.  Book 

 

Michael Himes, et.al., Chapter 4 “Responding to God’s Love: Compassionate Service” in 

Doing the Truth in Love. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1995. Book 

 

Writing Assignments: Twice this week, using the method of reflection outlined on page 

10 of the course packet, describe and analyze events from your experience. Make direct 

connections to the readings, noting page numbers.  In particular this week, how are you 

called to service and justice?  In what ways have you experienced displacement and 

what does it mean to you to move out of your comfort zone?  In what ways are you 

ñdoing theologyò?  

 

WEEK 4:   Social Analysis 

Readings:   
Peter Henriot and Joe Holland, “Social Analysis: Tool of Pastoral Action,”in Social 

Analysis: Linking Faith and Justice. Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1986. Course packet pp. 

59-71. 

 

The Two Feet of Christian Service. Course packet p. 71A. 

 

Melody Gonzalez ’05, Senior Thesis on Migrant Farm Workers, Course packet pp. 72-

108. 

 

Julian Oram and Deborah Doane, “Size Matters: the need for human-scale economic 

institutions for development” in Development in Practice, Volume 15, Numbers 3&4, 

June 2005. Course packet pp. 109-120. 

               

Writing Assignments: Twice this week, using the method of reflection outlined on page 

10 of the course packet, describe and analyze events from your experience. Make direct 

connections to the readings, noting page numbers.  In particular this week, what social 

issues arise out of your experience at the SSLP site?  In what ways does the economy 

impact the population with whom you work? 

 

SEND FIRST FOUR WEEKS OF REFLECTIONS TO ANDREA VIA EMAIL OR 

GROUND MAIL. Shappell.1@nd.edu, P.O. Box 766, Notre Dame, IN 46556. 

mailto:Shappell.1@nd.edu


WEEK 5: Race and Poverty 

Readings:   
Family Care Foundation, “If the World Were a Village of 100 People,” 2005.  Course 

packet p. 121. 

 

Sylvia Metzler, “A Lenten Meditation.”  Course packet pp. 122-123.   

Patricia Williams, “Of Race and Risk,” The Nation, December 29,1997. C. P., p. 124. 

 

Shipler, “Subtle vs. Overt Racism,” The Washington Spectator, volume 24, No.6.  

Course packet pp. 125-127. 

 

“How to Respond to Racist Remarks Effectively,” St. Vincent’s Church. . C. P., p. 128. 

 

           Peggy McIntosh, ñWhite Privilege and Male Privilege: A Personal Account of Coming  

to See Correspondence through Work in Womenôs Studiesò in Delgado and Stefancic, 

Critical White Studies. Philadelphia: Temple U.P., 1997. Course packet pp. 129-137. 

 

Margaret Pfeil, ñCorrelating Social Sin and Social Reconciliation: Racism as a Test 

Case.ò Course packet pp. 138-155. 

     

Bishops of Mexico and the U.S. “Strangers No Longer: Together on the Journey of 

Hope.”  Summary of the Pastoral Letter. Course packet pp. 156-158.  

   

Writing Assignments: Twice this week, using the method of reflection outlined on page 

10 of the course packet, describe and analyze events from your experience. Make direct 

connections to the readings, noting page numbers.  In particular this week, what issues 

are raised for you after reading about white privilege?  In what ways does this impact 

your understanding of working for justice for people of all races?   

 

WEEK 6:  Catholic Social Thought 

Readings:   
“The Principles of Catholic Social Thought,” Center for Social Concerns.  Course 

packet pp. 159-168.  
 

“A Framework for Solidarity,” Center for Social Concerns. Course packet pp. 169-170. 

 

John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis. Course packet pp. 171-192.  

 

                  Margaret Pfeil, “True Peace: The Power of Solidarity,” New Theological Review.  

Volume 20, Number 1, February, 2007. Course packet pp. 193-198.  

 

Writing Assignments: Twice this week, using the method of reflection outlined on page 

10 of the course packet, describe and analyze events from your experience. Make direct 

connections to the readings, noting page numbers.  In particular this week, what does 

connections do you make between your experience and the readings on solidarity? In 

what was is your understanding of solidarity deepened by reading ñSollicitudo Rei 

Socialis, esp. paragraphs 38-40?   



 

WEEK 7:  Suffering and Restorative Justice 

Readings:   
Henri Nouwen, “Ministry to a Hopeless Individual” in Ministry and Spirituality. New 

York: Continuum, 1996. Course packet pp. 199-216. 

    

Michael Himes, et.al., Chapter 5 “Vulnerability: Suffering the Mystery” in Doing the 

Truth in Love. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1995.  Book  

  

John Paul II , Laborem Exercens, Paragraphs 11-14, 1981.  Course packet pp. 217-222.    

                              

Howard Zerr, “Restorative Principles,” in The Little Book of Restorative Justice.  

Intercourse, PA: Good Books, 2002. Course packet pp. 223-234.   

 

Writing Assignments: Twice this week, using the method of reflection outlined on page 

10 of the course packet, describe and analyze events from your experience. Make direct 

connections to the readings, noting page numbers.  In particular this week, what 

suffering do you witness at your site related to personal issues or illness?  Where do 

you find God in this experience?  What suffering do you observe in terms of structures 

of injustice, such as barriers to the right to meaningful work?  In what ways could 

Zerrôs principles of restorative justice be applied to situations you have encountered? 
 

 

WEEK 8:   Continuing the Journey 

 Readings:   
Virgil Elizondo, “On the Streets of a Fragile World,” in Langford and Rouner,  

Walking with God in a Fragile World.  New York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2003.  

Course packet pp. 235-240. 

 

 David Hollenbach, “Courage and Patience: Education for Staying Power in the  

 Pursuit of Justice,” in Justice, Peace & Human Rights.  New York: Crossroads,  

1988. Course packet pp. 241-245. 

         

Michael Himes, et.al, Chapter 3 “The Journey of Restlessness” and Chapter 6 

“Conversing about the Mystery” in Doing the Truth in Love. Mahwah, NJ:  

Paulist Press, 1995.  Book  

       

Writing Assignments: Twice this week, using the method of reflection outlined on page 

10 of the course packet, describe and analyze events from your experience. Make direct 

connections to the readings, noting page numbers.  In particular this week, what have 

you learned about courage, restlessness and patience in the struggle for social change?  

What are two insights from the integration of the readings with your experience that 

you take with you from the summer? 

          

 

 

 



CONFIDENTIALITY: 

 

In both your journal entries and in your final paper, change the names of the people you write about for 

confidentiality reasons.  Your journal will be read by only one other person, Andrea or a graduate 

student.  Your paper needs to be written in a more public voice because you need to send a copy to the 

Alumni Contact Person and your Site Supervisor.   

 

 

AUGUST 27 –The second four weeks of reflections, the Final Paper and your Evaluation Form are due 

at the Center for Social Concerns.  For those returning to campus, turn them in at the 

SSLP Celebration 11 a.m. at the Center for Social Concerns. 

¶ Turn in assignments 

¶ Sign up for follow-up option: Saturday workshop or small group 

discussion 

¶ Receive SSLP T-shirt 

¶ Picture on the steps of Bond Hall 

¶ AmeriCorps exit session 

 

For those who are studying abroad in the fall, send your papers to Andrea by August 27. 

 

SEPTEMBER 3 – Facilitated small group discussions begin this week. This is one of the follow-up 

 options. 

 

SEPTEMBER 8 – SSLP Follow-up Workshop 10:00 a.m.– 3:30 p.m. at the Center for Social   

   Concerns.  This is one of the follow-up options. 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR PASSING THE COURSE 

 

¶ Participate in Orientation Sessions. 

¶ Turn in all 16 assignments and the final paper. 

¶ Make references to the readings in the assignments and final paper. 

¶ Attend the full follow-up workshop, all three discussion sessions, or take 

Professor Margaret Pfeil’s course on Discipleship, THEO 20625 


